THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
A few ancient treatises, rediscovered by chance in the
eighth and ninth centuries of our era, not only determined
the course of studies in schools and universities during
the Middle Ages, but the trend and character of all
mediaeval philosophy and, to a large extent, that of
modern philosophy also. The Isagoge of Porphyrius,
found among these manuscripts, gave rise to the end-
less controversy between Nominalists and Realists. A
grammatical treatise having been found among them,
grammar lessons have formed a part of instruction in
languages to this day. The treatises discovered then
and there had been composed at different times between
the fourth century before and the fifth after Christ,
yet they influenced the studies and the school teaching
of nearly all white nations for more than a thousand
years.
But how about the origin of these thoughts outliving
generations and systems ? There are individuals in
whom the intellect of mankind manifests itself, as it were,
in concentrated form. Here, Marx's theory of history
is found to be hopelessly at fault. The appearance of
those men who opened new outlooks to their generation
or who successfully took the lead in some critical situa-
tion, is in nowise connected with, or dependent on, the
conditions of production. If anybody would contend
that it was owing to the development of the productive
forces and to the existing conditions of production that
such men as Kant and Newton, Rousseau and Mirabeau,
Goethe and Napoleon were born, men whose influence
extended over a great part of the earth and far into the
unknown depth of time, he is bound to prove it and to
demonstrate why and how the conditions of production
caused the birth of these men at this particular time;
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